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CAFE

24 CAFE KOKKA

Located above the renowned houseware
store, Kokka, the owners are brewing
coffee from a local roastery and offering
quick and delicious eats. Homemade
soups and sandwiches and handmade
sweet treats are baked on site. If you fall
in love with the art on the walls or the
trendy dinnerware, venture downstairs
and make them yours!

Laugavegur 47 | 562 0808
kokka.is/kaffihus

25 SISTERHOOD ORGANIC CAFE
Owned by two health & yoga-loving
sisters, this café / shop is unique.
Offering something for your heart, body,
and soul. Organic coffee, homemade
sandwiches, nutritious breakfast,
smoothies, shots and vitamins, among
other goods. Pamper yourself at this
modern hippy-like place.

Odinsgata 15116367 | systrasamlagid.is

26 SWEET AURORA REYKJAVIK

For those who enjoy sweet treats, this
charming French pastry shop is a must.
The delicacies—from eclairs and cream
puffs to macarons and more— are
sourced from the best local ingredients.
The outcome is both artistic and yummy!
During the weekend try the special
pastry which changes each week.
Bergstadastreeti 14 791 9169
sweetaurorareykjavik.com

27 MOKKA CAFE

Serving coffee since 1958, Mokka was
the first café in Reykjavik to introduce
Icelandic bohemians to Italian espresso.
Also famous for their mouth-watering
house waffles. Still run by the same
family, the unchanged interior, and
ambitious art shows on the walls, makes
itan icon in Reykjavik's culture scene.
Skolavordustigur 3a | 5521174
mokka.is

28 GRAI KOTTURINN

A Reykjavik landmark destination with
loyal customers who seek classic morning
dishes of bacon & eggs, pancakes, and

a variety of “badass” bagels done to
perfection. A small but larger-than-life
breakfast hotspot in the heart of the city.
Hverfisgata 16a | 551 1544
graikotturinn.is

29 HYGGE
172
17

A cozy neighborhood bakery and coffee
shop, known for its artisanal coffee,
handcrafted pastries, and fresh savory
bites. Baking from scratch each day
using high-quality ingredients. Inspired
by the Danish concept of comfort and
contentment, it's a warm, welcoming
space where you can savor life’s simple
pleasures. In 2025 they also opend up in
Bardnsstig 6.

Seljavegur 2 & Bardnsstigur 6

777 3202 | hyggebakery.is

FASHION

30 FELDUR - FURRIER

A family-run workshop & flagship store
keeping the cold at bay the natural way
with an emphasis on animal welfare,
sustainability and traceability. A brand
skillfully crafted and designed, from mittens
and hats to cushions and coats. The
family works with a diverse range of furs
including Icelandic lambskin creating a
collection within every price range.
Snorrabraut 56 | 588 0488 | feldur.is

31BORN IN ICELAND
BY EMIL & LINA - KIDS CLOTING
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Inspired by Icelandic heritage, craft, and
storytelling, this mother of four created
Born In Iceland, her own brand, among
other curated finds. Bringing trolls,
whales, and Vikings to life through comfy
clothes made from organic, illustrated
cotton, with matching storybooks.

You'll also find the best collection of
hand-knitted Icelandic wool sweaters for
kids, crafted by local women and signed
by the maker.

Laugavegur 53b | 552 3737
emiloglina.is

32 38 PREP - BOUTIQUE

Since 1993, this thoughtfully curated
boutique has been a go-to for fashion
-savvy women in Reykjavik. Here,
you'll find handcrafted Italian shoes,
timeless clothing, elegant accessories,
and fragrances from the iconic Santa
Maria Novella in Florence. Every piece is
chosen with care—celebrating quality,
craftsmanship, and sustainability.
Laugavegur 49 | 5615813 | FB

33 HERRAFATAVERZLUN KORMAKS
& SKJALDAR
The trendsetters that keep Reykjavik s
men and women looking sharp. Home to
many heritage brands like Barbour and
Filson, they also have their own line of
clothing. Suits, caps, slippers, bags and
more using their own sustainable and
pure Icelandic Tweed. They've even bottled
Iceland-literally—with fragrances named
pingvellir and Gullfoss!
Laugavegur29|5111817
kormakurogskjoldur.is

34 FARMERS & FRIENDS

One of Iceland's favorite brands, Farmers
Market blends farmstead charm with city
style. Founded 20 years ago by a creative
couple, focusing on sustainability, crafts-
manship, and natural fabrics. In their two
lifestyle stores, you'll find pieces for the
whole family—from heritage-inspired
sweaters to cozy wool socks and even
jazz records by the founder.
Hdlmaslod 2 (Grandi) & Laugavegur 37
5521960 | farmersmarket.is

35 THOMSEN REYKJAVIK

A new brand on the scene, created by a
seasoned Icelandic fashion duo, blending
fine tailoring with Nordic ease. From
socks to made-to-measure suits for men
and women, every piece is crafted with
care, comfort, and longevity in mind.
Smell the signature scent—and enjoy
their original music playing softly in the
background.

Tryggvagata 21| 517-3700
thomsenrvk.is

36 KIOSK GRANDI

Astaple in Reykjavik's design scene for
over 15 years —and a proud home to
award-winning talents.

This bright boutique in a renovated
fishing shed in Grandi represents 14
carefully selected Icelandic design
brands, offering clothing and jewelry
that will surely make you stand out from
the crowd.

Grandagardur 35 | 7878057
kioskgrandi.com

LEAVING TOWN?
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Printed guide, website, or app—pick
your favorite way to explore Iceland the

HandPicked way!

39 THORVALDSENS BAZAR
DESIGN / CRAFT Operating since 1901 by women volun-
teers, this store sells the Icelandic classic,
37 PRAKT JEWELRY the lopapeysa sweater, and other wool
products, all handmade with love using
Icelandic wool. Each item is unique and
has a tag with the knitter's name, and all

mé&m of _the prqceeds go to charity benefiting
children in need.

Austurstraeti 4| 5513509
thorvaldsens.is

Meet the acclaimed goldsmithing couple,
known for melding their distinctly
different stiles, handcrafted in their in-
store jewelry workshop. Fused with wild  artist and innovator in her field. The
Icelandic nature, clean geometry, and gallery/studio has, in time, become a fix-
raw textures, only using the finest metals  ture of downtown's history, being a part
and stones. Add a personal edge to your  of it for more than 30 years. Her unique
look with the Zodiac Sign collectionor  technique offers refined and beautifully
the rugged and popular Lava design. designed ceramic bowls, coffee mugs,
Laugavegur 82 | 5511505 | prakt.is salt bowls and her signature glacier
inspired eggs.

Vesturgata 5 | 552 6036 | kogga.is

40 KOGGA CERAMIC
Kogga is Iceland's most revered ceramic

38 HILDUR HAFSTEIN — JEWELRY
Bohemian spirit, raw beauty, and religious
tranquility shape Hildur's jewelry, crafted 41 KIRSUBERJATRED
in her tiny, enchanting boutique studio. ~ Run by a collective of eleven female
Each piece—nhandmade in Iceland or artists, this design store features arts and
Spain from natural gemstones, sterling  handicrafts made from local, natural,
silver, and gold—carries an elegant and repurposed materials. Check out the
touch with organic edges. Timeless handbags made of fish leather, radish
creations, designed to make you glow paper bowls and jewelry made of drift-
and nourish your soul. wood. Browse unique upcycled creations,
Klapparstigur 40 | 777 1553 ceramics, music boxes, and more as you
hildurhafstein.com chat with the artists themselves.
Vesturgata 4 | 562 8990 | kirs.is
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42 FISCHERSUND

Welcome to a world created by the
four Birgisson siblings, where you'll
find nature-infused perfumery, music,
and visual art, among their popular
candles and incense sticks. The siblings
are all well-known on the Icelandic
creative scene; Jonsi, from the popular
band Sigur Rés, is one of them. Enjoy a
scented tour for a highly personalized
experience. Fischersund 3 | 692 0032
fischersund.com

OTHER GEMS

43 ISLANDS APOTEK

If a cold has sidelined your travels, head
over to this family-owned pharmacy,
conveniently located on Reykjavik's
main street, and pick up essentials to
get better. While you're there, stock

up on Icelandic skincare products and
supplements, or do as the locals do and
buy Lysi, a fish oil superfood, to take
back home.

Laugavegur 53b | 414 4646 | FB

44 BRAUD & €O — ORGANIC BAKERY
This hip and organic bakery is a
testament to Icelander's love of bread.
Emphasizing the simple, local and high
quality organic ingredients whether it
is a sourdough bread or pastries. Their
cnnamon roll is to die for and there is a
good chance you might miss out if you
arrive late. Frakkastigur 16 | 776 0553
braudogco.is

4512 TONAR - MUSIC STORE / BAR
Founded in 1998 this unique record
shop/label/venue is heaven for all
types of music lovers and a must visit.
With a bar and café it's become a hang
out where you can listen to music, play
board games, chat to the insightful
owners or read music magazines.
Skélavordustigur 15| 5115656
12tonar.is

The owner of this tiny studio is not
only an excellent photographer with
a quirky eye for his subjects—as his
book about Reykjavik proves—but
also a collector of cameras and photo-
graphic artifacts, all on display in his
shop. His popular photos of Reykjavik
moments and Icelandic travels make
perfect souvenirs.
Skolavordustigur 22 | 8215600 | FB

47 TASTE OF ICELAND

If you don’t have time to travel around
Iceland to find locally produced,
artisanal specialities, just drop by Taste
of Iceland. Taste the goods and stock
up with a selection of gourmet salts,
handcrafted chocolate and seaweed
seasonings. Among the offerings, you'll
also find Icelandic cosmetics so pure,
you might be tempted to taste them.
Laugavegur 7| 770 5590
tasteoficeland.is

ART / CULTURE

48 THE EINAR JONSSON MUSEUM
(lassically trained, outspoken, original;
the 100-year legacy of Iceland’s first
sculptor, Einar Jonsson, graces the
highest part of the city in this remarkable
building. A curious museum packed with
his vision and works, venture upstairs to
explore Jonsson’s intriguing penthouse
apartment and discover tranquility amid
26 bronze casts in the adjoining leafy
sculpture garden.

Hallgrimstorg 3 | 898 3913 | lej.is

49 THENORDIC HOUSE

Buzzing with events and shows ranging
from art, music, and literature to film
and design. This spectacular building
was designed by acclaimed Finnish archi-
tect Alvar Aalto and is worth a visit on its
own. It also houses a beautiful library,

a children’s area, and Plantan—a vegan
café and bistro. Free summer concerts
every Sunday at 3 PM—held in a small
greenhouse.

Saemundargata 11| 5517030
nordichouse.is

50 SALT ELDHUS

What better way to experience Icelandic
food than with a hands-on gourmet
cooking class. Learn about traditional
ingredients like lamb and skyr as you
prepare a three-course meal supervised
by a local chef. Classes are kept small and
interactive. The best part is sitting down
to sample your culinary masterpiece
paired with a glass of wine.
bérunnartiin 2| 5510171 | salteldhus.is

51 SUNDHOLLIN — SWIMMING

This legendary geothermal swimming
pool has served locals for decades. It

has an indoor and a new outdoor pool,
diving boards, hot tubs, sauna and an
ice-cold tub to cool you down! Don't miss
the hot tubs located on the rooftop.
Bardnstigur 45a | 411 5350
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52 MINKVIKING

Step into the Viking age for a fierce,
unforgettable photoshoot and a
unique cultural experience. Dress up

in handcrafted furs, wield swords and
axes, and strike bold poses. Guided by
local staff-Viking experts and Game of
Thrones veterans—you'll hear epic tales
and walk away with stunning portraits
and a full digital gallery delivered the
same day.

Laugavegur 11| 537 7577 | mink.is

53 YOUR FRIEND IN REYKJAVIK
Discover Reykjavik and Iceland through
the eyes of a local with small-group
tours led by passionate Icelandic guides.
From tasty food walks to folklore-filled
strolls and private luxury experiences,
each tour is rich in stories, flavor, and
fun — offering a deeper, more authentic
connection to the Icelandic culture.
Ingélfstorg | 655 4040
yourfriendinreykjavik.com

54 ELDING WHALE WATCHING
Immerse yourself in the extraordinary
company of whales! The first whale
watching company in Reykjavik, this
EarthCheck certified family business
with over 25 years of experience will take
you from harborside to heaven-on-
earth-on-the-ocean. Before or after your
trip, enjoy their floating whale museum
and grab a local souvenir.

FKgisgardur 5¢| 519 5000 | elding.is

55 LAVA SHOW

Ever seen real lava flow—indoors?
Here you can get up close and personal
with melting lava as it’'s poured over ice,
simulating a volcanic eruption. Using
real lava from the 1918 Katla eruption,
this family-run experience blends heat,
science, and storytelling. Upgrade to
premium for a backstage tour and other
treats.

Fiskislod 73 | 553 0005 | lavashow.com
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places around the whole
country.

PICKY LOCAL!

Hi, 'm Gigi, and I'd be happy to be your
go-to friend in Iceland, helping you
make the most out of your time in
Reykjavik. For over 14 years, my
picky friends and | have been
exploring, testing, and sharing
unique local experiences through
HandPicked. These are the places we
truly love—and for good reason.

Published by HandPicked Iceland — A green travel guide. We print in an eco-friendly print

shop in Iceland and plant trees in our own little forest every year.
Send me a line gudbjorg@handpicked.is | Handpickediceland.is n
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ESTAURANTS

Make a reservation if you want
to be sure to get a table.

1 HLEMMUR FOOD HALL

Iceland's first food hall sprang to life in
2017 in the former bus terminal and
remains a bustling culinary hub for adven-
turous foodies. Sit down at a comm-

unal table and enjoy thin-crust pizzas,
authentic Vietnamese street food, tacos,
classic Icelandic dishes, and more. With
so many options, you could easily spend a
week eating here and never get bored.
Laugavegur 107 | 787 6200
hlemmurmatholl.is

2 SUMACGRILL + DRINKS

With two of Iceland's leading chefs at the
helm serving feasts made with Icelandic
seasonal ingredients immersed in spices
from the Middle East and North Africa.
Trendy and rustic looking space where an
open kitchen with a coal grill and a big bar
creates a vibrant atmosphere.

Laugavegur 28 | 537 9900 | sumac.is

3 KOL RESTAURANT

Alongtime favorite in Reykjavik, this cozy
yet trendy spot is all about flavor, fire,
and freshness. Steaks, fish, and lamb are
grilled to perfection over charcoal, with
the Iceland tasting menu featuring stand-
outs like lamb fillet and salmon. Swing
by on weekends for a bubbly, small-plate
brunch or luxury vegan brunch.
Skolavardustigur 40 | 517 7474 |
kolrestaurant.is

40TORESTAURANT

Sleek, stylish, and full of surprises. This
newly opened restaurant fuses Italian

and Japanese flavors together in a space

that’s as cool as the cocktails. Everything

is made in-house, with a focus on quality
ingredients, sustainability, and creativity.
Enjoy a shared, ingredient-led approach.
Hverfisgata 44 | 454 9900 | oto.is

5 MONKEYS REYKJAVIK

A Japanese and Peruvian culinary fusion
served a la carte in vintage aesthetics.
Worldly wines pair with shareable plates
for diverse, exotic flavors. Experienced
chef Snorri Sigfiisson masters Nikkei
cuisine with exciting dishes like miso
beef tenderloin and cod in sweet miso.
And the desserts stay with your taste
buds for life!

Klapparstigur 28| 519 5350
monkeys.is

6 SEAFOOD GRILL

Indulge in the ultimate Icelandic seafood
experience prepared by Gdstav, an
award-winning chef. Open for lunch og
dinner offering seafood, sushi, lamb, and
salad. For dinner enjoy the three course
Fish Feast or Taste of Iceland menu,
while braver palettes may want to give
the traditional fermented shark a try.
Skolavordustigur 14

5711100 | sjavargrillid.is

7 CHICKPEA

Vegetarian, street food style falafel
bursting with flavors! Paired with
authentic ingredients made from
scratch. Preserved oranges, pickled
onion, hummus, carrot pesto, kimchi,
and sourdough flatbreads to name a

few. With a passion for true food, this
family-owned restaurant / take-away is
not to be missed.

Hallveigarstigur 1| 776 5757 | FB

8 SKREID

Tapas take center stage at this small
atmospheric restaurant where fresh,
high-quality ingredients are infused with
Basque flair. Relaxed and low-key, this
buzzy spot is the perfect gathering place
for friends to share small plates paired
with wine or a cocktail during lunch or
dinner. Or just swing by for an aperitivo!
Laugavegur 4 | 784 0404 | skreid.is

9 THE ICELANDIC BAR

Authentic Icelandic home cooking with
amodern twist. Flatbreads, shark,
salmon and lamb plus everyday meals
like fish stew and an Icelandic take on
burgers and hot dogs, like the popular
shrimp hot dog! Stocking one of the best
selections of Icelandic brews and the
ever-growing craze for Icelandic gin.
Live music if you're lucky!
Ingolfsstraeti 1a| 517 6767
islenskibarinn.is

10 BAKA BAKA

By day the in-house artisanal bakery
crafts pastries and organic sourdough
breads made with Icelandic stone-milled
flour for take away. For lunch and evening
meals, this historic house plays host to
an ltalian menu of wood-fired pizza,
pasta, natural wines and local beer.
Patio dining area.

Bankastrzti 2 | 5514430 | bakabaka.is

11 TORFAN

A brand new gem in Reykjavik’s dining
scene. Not only rooted in close collab-
oration with small Icelandic farms and
organic producers, but it's also housed in
one of the city’s oldest and most charm-
ing buildings. The owners draw their
culinary roots from Lapland, Svalbard,
Greenland, and North Iceland—bringing
a touch of the far north to the table.
Amtmannsstigur 1| 546 6900 | torfan.is

12 JOMFRUIN

For nearly 30 years, this family-owned
establishment has been serving up
authentic Danish smarrebrod—open-
faced sandwiches piled high with rich
flavor and tradition. Their knowledge-
able and professional staff is happy to
qguide your choice, ensuring a person-
alized experience. First-timers can't go
wrong with the luxurious eight-dish
platter, showcasing the venue’s most
beloved specialties.

Lzkjargata 4| 5510100 | jomfruin.is

13 FISH COMPANY

Original stone-clad walls, subtle lighting,
and wooden poles create a cozy but
glamorous vibe. The most popular

set menu, “Around Iceland”, takes you

on a journey using Icelandic seasonal
ingredients leaving you with a culinary
experience you won't forget. A perfect
place for those special moments.
Vesturgata 2a| 552 5300 | fiskfelagid.is

14 FORRETTABARINN

Located in a former warehouse,
renovated in a modern Scandinavian
style, Forréttabarinn (Appetizer + Bar)
is a place to enjoy small or large plates.

Expect flavors twisted together in
mouth-watering pairings in a vibrant
atmosphere. Their four-course set menu
is highly recommended.

Nylendugata 14 | 517 1800
forrettabarinn.is

15 FISH & CHIPS

Caught on their own boats and processed
just steps away, the fish here goes
straight from sea to fryer—thanks to
four generations of family know-how.
What began as a food truck in 2015 now
serves award-winning fish & chips with
malt vinegar, mushy peas, and hot curry
sauce in a renovated, former fishing shed
at Reykjavik’s 0ld Harbor, Grandi.
Grandagardur 19| 840 4100
fishandchipsvagninn.is

16 GRANDI FOOD HALL

Overlooking Reykjavik's Old Harbor,
this food hall comes with an interesting
view! The refurbished fish factory offers
international cuisine from street food
vendors and is a popular place to sample
tasty, artisanal fare. Spacious and great
for groups, it has extra seating right
outside on the docks.

Grandagardur 16 | 787 6200
grandimatholl.is

17 LA PRIMAVERA

Back by popular demand! La Primavera
reopened on its 25" anniversary in the
newly renovated Marshall House where
food and art coexists. Expect refined
atmosphere with harbor views and food
made from the best local ingredients in a
northern Italian style.

Grandagardur 20| 519 7766
laprimavera.is

BAR/BISTRO

18 MICROBAR
—
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Ten years after kickstarting Reykjavik's
craft beer movement, Microbar's colorful
& creative vibe thrives. Founded by
Gadingur brewery, their 14 locally
brewed on-tap offerings include guest
beers and flights of 5 or 10 smaller
glasses for the curious. Self-professed
beer geeks serve you with passion.
Laugavegur 86 | 893 5960
gaedingur.beer

19 VINSTUKAN 10 SOPAR

- WINE BAR
A European-style neighborhood wine bar
tucked into a cozy basement. Run by a
passionate father-and-son duo, it offers a
generous selection of European wines—
natural, organic, and always interesting
—many available by the glass. The
food? Italian-inspired small plates made
with premium local ingredients. It's the
kind of place you wander into for a glass
and stay for the evening.
Laugavegur 26 | 547 2380 | tiu-sopar.is

20 VEDUR BAR/ CAFE

A small gem! Favored for their cocktails
and special editions of classic drinks.
Vedur (weather) created a twist on

the Nordic J6laglogg, which was rated
among the 10 best winter drinks in the
world by The Guardian. For beer-lovers,
they've got Iceland's best craft brews.
Klapparstigur 33 | 5715215
vedurbarinn.is

21 BINGO DRINKERY

Hidden above the Rainbow Street, this
neighborhood bar feels like Reykjavik's
living room. A relaxed vibe, craft beer
on tap (don’t miss the bestselling
Bingo Pilsner), cocktails, and wine set
the tone—plus board games and the
occasional Bingo night. A second home
for locals, and a lucky find for visitors.
Skélavrdustigur 8 | bingobar.is

22DAISY COCKTAIL BAR

Dim lights, brick walls, clinking glasses,
and shareable plates set the mood at
this intimate basement spot. With skilled
bartenders and high-end cocktails—
some featuring Icelandic spirits—plus
wines and beer on tap, it’s perfect for
date nights or lingering over good
conversation with newfound Icelandic
friends. Open 'til 3:00 a.m. on weekends.
Ingélfsstreeti 8

23 JUNGLE COCKTAIL BAR

Born from a shared love of good

vibes and great-tasting cocktails, this
second-floor, rustic-chic bar with high
ceilings and big windows overlooking
the main street was created by four
passionate bartenders as Iceland’s first
cocktail-focused bar. Expect engaging
service and playful cocktails as the mood
flows from mellow to full-on party.
Austurstraeti 9| jungle.is

FLIP TO SEE MORE

As one of the safest cities in the world,
Yyou can often see babies sleeping in
their carriage outside cafés or shops!



